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WHERE THE BLAME LIES FOR
THE WINDSOR HOLOCAUST.

Fire and Building Chiefs Knew That the Windsor Hotel Was a Tinder Box.

Commodore Gerry Did Not Tear Down His Death Trap, Which Paid
Him $83,000 a Year, Because He Did Not Have To. "

: T s Impassible -that from fifteen to a
)  hundred persons sbonld dle a frightful
death und that forty others should be
Ihméd or injured in broad daylight on
IN w. York's most fashionable avenne in.a
\ mtelry where price wus hardly consldered
i gnd 'thers be no one to blume,
! The Windsor Fotel wus a death trap.
‘Cihlef of the Fire Departinent HBonner hinw so
ilﬂtﬁl Chief of the Bullding Depurtment
Brady has so stated; the Insurance people
! knew Ut, and yet the Windsor Hotel was
!lllowaﬂ to do business right aloug.
1 Bomebody. was to DBlame for that. The
Botel balonged to Commodore Gerry, who is
'!nrdhnr!ly reckoned a good citizen. Commo-
idure Gerry knew thut ths Windsor was o
plnca of dreadful danger, nnd that anly

fit building, but the department conld do
nothing but make the proprietor put up
fire escupes, which was done,” sald Super-
Intendent of Bulldings Thomas . Brady.

If the jaw is ns monstrously Inadequate
2§ to have ‘no! means of preveniing the
maintenanee of & mengce to human [ife as
great 88 an ordinary pestilence, even that
does not relleve Fire Clilef Bonner of the
‘mornl responsibllity for its exlstence. He
gaysnowtha t the Windsor was notoriously
nnsafe and pnfit, a death trap of the worst
order, and tells fluentiy of its Iack of cross
walls ‘and the presence of wooden girders
and all the other elements that mude It a
murderous tinderbox. -

Why should the fre chief walt untll
the hnllding wns an sshsbeap and s vle-

+blind pood fortune staved off the doy off tims burted und maongled bodles before

iBorror,

, There Ig no guestion of Commodore Gar-|

'l’r'i‘ gillty knowledge, It was his hinse
end he paid the ipsurance on If, and the

mitking thls announcement?

The Windsor guests were poople  of
wenlth, #lile (o live practically where they
plensed. It fa lmprobable that o single one

insurance people charged $9 a thouspnd fof'| of those living at the hotel on Friday wonid

But It Was Profitable.

! ot eontse, Commodors Gerry did not run P!

lthe hotel. He had 4 fireproor residence

relsewhere and rented the place to’ Wirren |
|F. Lelund, The rental that It Lrouglt to

“Oommodore Cerry was 83,000 & year, and
j'!o‘r that price he permitted a thousand
lmen, women snd children to Temain I
[msnnt peril of the denth that came to
‘lnme of them on I'riday lasf.

The only defence of tbe hotel owner s
thet he did nll the Inw eompelled him to
|'dn; He put up such fire eacipes snd
isnl’ut_\' appliances gz e wus compelleg to
mndataln, and then, fesling that He had
:pm:eﬂed himsgel techolenlly agoainst prose-
yeutlon for mansluoghter in the event of
"the wnest, be ‘let the people, heedless or
_lgfuori\ﬂ; Sof the terrible ¢lsk they were
Jtekmme take chances on thelr fate,

Commodore Gerry I& o very rleh man,. To
.bave torn down the death teap of which he
iwas the owmner and erected o hotel of w
'modern sort wherein the sightest scciflent
wonld not be sure to result in whelesale
glapghter was quite within his resourees.

/41d mot have to do it New York ity Is In
mourning to-day, and there s a ghastly
rubbish heap on hedutifnl Fifth avenue that
'hldes somethliig so ghastiy that people whe
seepihe emoke and stepmn still rislng from
it dare not give thelr thoughts Toll pwing.

Wno Is to Blame?

Why dld not Commodors Gerry have to
make his Windspr bullding a safe human
hahitation®  Answer that question and
you wlll have answered {he next, which
s, *Who Ts to hiame?*

“The Windsor was a fire trafp. Buch an
edifice couid not be put up within the Huw-
Ats of New York to-day,' sald Fire Chief
Bouner In his interviews ifter the cujaw
‘trophe. ' !

“tia Windsor Hotel T knrw 40 be an un
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jtho polley, on the ground that the visk Was! have been thore |f the fire chief hnd made
basardous In the exfreme. q
|

his officln]l knowledge public

To I ns mich hig business to protect peo-
e from flred®that may ocour as to. put
those fires out with the minlmuom of loss
when they do occur. A mere announce-
miett on hig officinl word that the Windsor
was 8 flre trap wowld hnve saved these
Jives. Had, be said on Thursday what he
salil on. Frlday about 1t, the hotel would
haye been empty.

Why Mot Cive Warning?

Awl this applies 63 traly to the Bullding
Saperintendent as to the Fire Chigf. Thess
iy, by reason of thelr officinl positions
and Lhelr {echnledl knowledge were sware
thir o thotisand pergons were Dindly In
great dinger, and uever spoke the warning
“‘lli'lly

The Windsor was not the oply fire trap
In New York. There are pluces us bud or
Worse, carrying as‘muny persons constantly
in: the very presence of the same danger,

Al a recent fire Chief Bonher sald, men-
tioning ene of the latgest hiotels an Broad-
way:

"od knows what would happen If n

He did not huve to do 1t and beeauss he | 1Te E00a StArt late at nlght in that hotel

The entlre departwent. would be needed 1o
exiingnish a\ blaze there, and the guests
woulldl not have thme th escapo.

“The halls are nartow and run cplps-0ross
There are hundreds of rooms, and the atel
s slways n husy one, fall of guests.

“The bullding is a very large one, and
old, and a veritable tinder box. God alone
could spve the human belngs enught In gueli
a trap. I always regard with dread any
alarm of fire coming nt nlght from a box
In the nelghborhood of this hotell And,
worse still, ‘there are ‘other structures of
He kind In the city."” > .

It does uol seem to enter the mind of
Clilet Bonuer that there Is anything In his
duty that compels-him to name these places

s publlcly as be can and keep the word

thelr lives In their hands when they enter
these hotels.

He will say that it would savor of blank-
mall ‘to do anything of the sort, snd that
possibly bis motives would be mlsepnstriel.
As hptween the danger of a hotel: keeper
believing that Chlef Bouner was trying to
bBlaekmall him and the danger of a repeti-
tion of Friday's ¢rime there Is no room for
begitancy.

The contlngency Involved in the suggest-
lon may secin unpleasant fo the fire chief,
but It would be a pew mle of eondnet If

duty was uot to be performed beesuse it
Invelved discomfort or misludgment.

SCANNEL SAYS BUILDING
LAWS NEED REViSION.

Fire Commissioner Declares That the
‘Regulations Governing Hotels Are
Altogether |hadequate.

nilgsloters, Jdohn J. Seannel, was away
fiow New York when the Windsor burned,
LGL an soul- as e pvand of the jlre- v took
notratn fer bl eliy. He ds e or giting
the eatses whioh lwl to the five, ned soys
bulldligs are very much In need, of fos
which reqiives persons ownlbg binillings
condteneted prior 1o the endetinent of tie
Hiws of 1802 to covel the roofs with tin jn-
stend of tar, the muaverinl with whilch so
many pools are now vovered. These far
roofs areé vory Inflamoinbie, and seb we
vk no protection from them. 7

“The  present regpulations requlee thag
every Toom in a hotel shonld have a rope
for use Inccase of fire, yer there s no rogn-
Intion as to the kind of rope this must be,
and this Is the reason &o many women in
sttompting vesterdny to come down by
ropes had thelr hands cut and were Toreed
to et go.

people. register ar o hotel the cmployes
should be requlred to explaih tn thom thie
tocailon of tlhe stalrenses amd Lhe Wity

operite the fire eseapes and the npparatos, |
In tlmost every cose this will &eons e ad :
neediess precautlon, bt sometines many (brick—the remalng of coriers—arose,

li¥es will be saved by Just thls Hittle bit of
Instruction.

“I Bave glven this matter groat aitten-
tion. #and expoct to make some Feeomen-
datlon very sho ug o deglsiation of
which ‘we are very mueh In need. Tl
vesteld rights of owners bnve sn far pe-
farded our reforms, bur 1 think human iJ'n'u
Is as valuable ns vestad rlghis, and T pres
pose th see if something catinet be done to
wotee! the  guests who palronkze our
1o els,”

FORMER LESSEE HAWK
HAD ALWAYS FEARED IT

Nr. Hawk. of Hawk & Wetherhep, lessers
of the Manhattan Hotel, and wp ‘to 1595

lessees of the Windsor, sald ﬁesl.nrdn.r thit
he wae simply overcome with the dreadiul
ealamity, He continmed:

“T have feared just such & thing us this
for a long time. When we had the hotel
we reallzed its perilons condition, and 1 nm
snre that Mr., Leland renlized it just as

hefore . the public that they are taking

ald. We dld everything Ibla to Insurs
galnst a fire, .hmt-:.qnl_arq.;n of this kinid
:ﬁ;rl come when we least ‘expect them.'t

%
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Firemen worked unceasingly during ull the. ralo and st
tims or valuable property, which
quenthed more than a miilion dotlars.
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Is covered by the debris, . No bodles were recovere
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GCOOLING OFF THE RUINS OF THE WINDSOR HOTEL.

oot of vesterday, dvh-ins nnd d}ﬁglng Into the ruins of the Windsor Hotel, In the search for bodles 1::
L]

|

e will'of B, W, Jones, & resident of the hotel, was found, It

piefd wlll be ot
delirlz of the Windsor Hotel

firom 200 1o 800,
—_— It Is hoped that by Toesday night every
The chalrman of the Board of Flre Com-iparticle of the débivis whil have been over-

| ®
Here and theps o | W
there s

wonilerful ef ull,
seareely Tose above the level of the strget,

“There should 'also bg two o three ghyir- | Tt could searcely be called the “ruins” of
cages I every hotel bullding, and when'| So fieroe had beer the five that
little was feft that hod the form and sem-
10| planes of a bullding,

At two or theee polute narvow shafts of
b

| By absolutely upthing even o show that
iy Dullding bod ever stbod there.
Great, Gurious Urowds,

Crowds began
morting, #nd at times the poiice nnd difg.
enlty I/ keeplog them oo check.
then some oo gppeaied wha foarsd that a
fend or relative was along the lost, hut
ingulrers weks

be hours belfore sny progress conic
be auade ot removieg the depris, aod shey
went wearily away.

Tlie snow and then the heivy ehin, that
followed I, falllug on the hot mass, adided
1o the grent cloud of stenm which, minglod
‘the suwoke from
debris,” rose in such bllnding denslty that
i times one conld not see ten feet' lo front

Many men were put to work, under the|
directlon of the Dwpartment of Bulldings.
-clearivg away the debrls, and woon efter

Menacingly Above the Searchers’ Heads.

T ls expected that by noon to-day 2,000noon the nomber was increased to nearly
work: on the smokiog |[two bundred.. It wos dangerous work; buft

the men kept nt it fearlessly.

They could work to advantage ounly on|

the wreckaee n the Streets. They tried

gevernl tinies, lodeed, to get af the Imass |

Into an Interior court, and there met thelp
degth, and It & to avoeid throwing more
wreckage into thls court thit no effort Is
to be mude, unless [ts eondition becomes
threatening, to tear down an lsolated frag-
u!eu: of the botel at the extreme north-
FiEtErn corner,

An interesting feature of yesterday's hap-

where the Notsl bad stood, but ds often| penlhgs was the attempt made from time

as they nncoversd lavers of broken Lok,
Al 8 o'clock lsst night men began o | Utthe fames letped op st them, aud detikey
tor down the rrﬂgmmim of wall on -the |smoke nlmost suffocated them, showing
Fifth avenne slde, and sald that before |thai beneath the mwass there still lay much
daybrenk this part of the tusk would be}
. ) ‘,tlle principal muss by begun, The men
The work will coutinee nlght and uﬂyi
till all s dane.
A formless mass of smoking,
brick was alt that wis left yesterday, of the
splendid Windsor Hotel.
betm lay among the wreaskage,
wae Hitle hegldes the burtod and bluckensg

af fire, XNot till this morning will work on

workell in constint danger from the threat-

chite eolimus and from freguent explo-:|

glons of gus

th cavenue wns filled with littered
whnge, g were Forty-sixth and Forty-
enth streots, and the 200 men begnn Eys-
tematieally to elear (tawny. They worked

lenutiously, for it any moment they might

nneover gome body canght In the tumble
of the walls. And they might at any time
pnearih Jewelry or vainubios.

e  workmion talked In  swhispers  of
storles of the dend and mis . and thogoe
in Forty-seveunth street worked wilth os-

pecin]l eire, becnvse they koew of the ru-
mor that a woman who Luad leaped just be-
tore the wall fell was burled there,
Fire Engines Still at Work.

Bevaral fire engines worked at the smioul-
dering fire '.J,n'nn;;lm:ll thie guyt, dnd 150 po-
Heemyen, Btat 1o clurge, of Luspoctor Har-
ey und then of Inspector Brooks, held hoaek
the crowds or watched the slow process of

handling the hicks,

The crowils were very sllent. Men, wom-
en gud clifldren
of the sonking valn. and watched in nwe

\hief Bonner, of tle Fire Departoient;

Commissloner Brady and Supperintendent

Dooner, of the Department of Bulldings,
wore nmong the eity oﬂ‘irr}nls who spent
some tinie ot the séene yerterday and exer-
cised an overslght over the work of the
wreckers,

Rumors ‘of bodies found flew frequepdiy

aliout the streeds, hut nome was wiore than
o rimaor.

1t Is near t!l'_:e spot wht;rvt_stni:‘-ilhhhe miain
onfrante At the ventre of the "th avenne
i al nre | the address No. 128 West Fifty-fifth streat.

ught that
the

fromt - that mose of the min#!ng dend n
expected to be fonnd, for it l= tho

o b
is walso tho
3 1 - )

many wore mu_?hl.- and avercoms
n'f :ﬁlﬁ: before the _nnl.ru;ngie wis renched,

wd at the lines, heodless

T
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to time to throw down, with dypamlie, the
goveral ti4ll skafis that loomed, ghostiiks,
fn the centre of the swaying smoke.

Workmwen perllons'y ¢répr to the base of
these shafts, made holes In them, put in
the dynamite, attached wires and crept
back, Then the policomen, firemen and
wntehers retreated to s safe distance, 2
battery was tonched and a sharp' explosion
would take place.

One Column Thrown Down!
Most of these uttempts were futlle, bist
one at 4:10 p. w. brought down a swaylng
columnu with a crash.
In these sttempts several men wers pain-

i fully brulsed snd eut, but none was Injured

serionsly,

All dny long 4 policeman stood .at & win-
dow #t the rear of No. 7 West Forty-sixth
street, looklng at & spot, scross 4 broad,
open apace, where the valuable jewels of
Frederick 8. Flower, a nephow of former
Governor i. P. Flower, lay buried.

Young Flower ovcupied rooms on the see-

ond fvor bf the Windsor, and the window
of his spartments faced Ihe rear areawny.
His wvalet, un Eugllshmun, ln the execite-
ment of the fire, wrapped the jewel onses In
a rug and ran with it to the platform of
tite fire escupe. He then roshed back into
the rooms and-the flames cut him off from
wlhera the jewelt were,

He esceaped by another way, nnd a heavy
mneg of brick fell on the platform ani
enrried it and the jewels to the bortom of
the nren. 1t was oo dangervus yesterday
to venturé neur the epot, and so it was
arranged that some polleemen guard the
spot from o distance, Ight ad day, till the
jewels are recovered.,  The value ls not
stited, but 1g nnderstood 1o be mauy thou-
gnnds of dollars.

Farly dn the afternoon several workmen
were startled by hearing what at first
seomed cries from the ruins. They listensd,
and found that it was the wallint| of a dog.
Beveral made thelr way. aver the hot wreck-
age and found a Uttle fox terrier bemmed
In hy brirke and a beam. It was lifted out
and handed to Inspecter Harlex.

i the collar wns 4 rag, No. 87, amd

It was found thar it wns ownad Mrs.
W. Duane, who Jives at the ,

et
T R

|drawn op the will, but he could not

5000 WORKMEN TO SEARCH THE RUINS;
" DYNAMITE USED TO BLOW DOWN WALLS.

A Few Valuables Turned Up, but the Mass of Debris Is Still Too Hot to Permit of Laborers Digging in It Yets
The Work Is Dangerous. Because of the Remnants of Wall That Totter

snd lost, erept luto the wreckage Tester-
duy, It Is more lHkely that it acunally res
milned there during the fire, its life saved
by the streams ¢of water poursd near the
entrance to the hotel

Late in the nfternoon the lines of work-
men-steadily digging thelr war thward the
sldewalks from the middle of the streetn
about the hotel, began to find valuable. us
well as to unearth fragmonts pf clot
furniture and beds. Now and then a spool)
or brush was found. 7

At 480 p. m. a workmnn 4 ont on
Forty-sixth street 8 will for a million dol|
lars' worth of property, mnde out by Benel
Jamin N. Jopes, s hide and leather mers
chant, of No, 88 Spring street, whose home
was at the Windsor, i

The will was dared May 17, 1804, &
wus perfectly legible It made seve
bequests of from 860,000 to 125,004, an
stnteédi that to her son the lestator lef
$200,000 more than to bis daughters as th
son had use for it in his business. Fraook
H. Rharts and the testator's wife wers
named s executors.

Willlam L. Buyder, attorner at law, had

found at his nffice jast night, nor conld he
be reached at hia home In Athenia, N. J,

The head office of Mr. Jones was given
gf London, England.

Mr. Jones hns not been heard of sinee the
fire, and it Is feared that be iz g
the Jost, In which case his strangely pres
served and strangely foun Testament will
be of great valoe.

At T:17 a trunk was taken from
debrlda on Wifth avenua, It was
smashed, and was found to contain
en's clothing, a book of Mullins'y sermons,
and & book marked In gold let 14
Kinler.” It 1s thonght to Zinve bel
to Mrs. Abner MeKinley's d.

At 8:05 another trunk was found mn
by. This swwas unhroken, and was taken
thy Enst Fifty-first street police statinn.

A frame shed has been bullt on the FI
avenuve side, nond thers, on quitting work
every workman will be compelled ©o
mit to u search. §o great was the onan:
tity of jewels lost ‘by patrons of tng
that the authorlties reallze that at
modnent ¢aluable finds moy be mads
that the enforcsment of thia rule wiil be
complete protection.

Humors of Incendiarism wers current
amang the pollce and onloakers. It f
polnteg ont by those who beld this view
that mn{ Jewel robberies may easlly m
orcurted In the time of the fire panie;
thioves may have plannsd the fire at ®
tima when prtrons and servants alike
at the front windows to watch the
anq that there is evidenre of some of th
eye witnpesses that polats to two di

he dog on Friday. street side and

other on the




